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2-5 David ben Gurion, the first prime minister of Israel, was a celebrated statesman. He
was very powerful, very articulate; he was a tough negotiator, a shrewd politician, very
decisive, very dominant, strong willed and charismatic. Thanks to him we have a jewish
state. He insisted, against all odds, to declare independence in 1948. 9w 29193 munbw
A'aT

6 but he had other sides as well: sometimes he was mischievous, W27 5 72w

7 sometimes he was a merry maker }»wwIR a2y n72nn

8 and he was also a sort of a loner. 912 77wa 7712021 want to reveal to you the softer
sides of the man who more than anyone else shaped the state of Israel.

9 the origins of the green family, ben Gurion was born as green, go back to plonsk in
Poland, located 60 kilometers north of Warsaw peaivp @ ar»sn

10 at the end of the 19" century plonsk was known as yerushalain de polin... %@ ay»xn
rd=Fak)-)

11 three aspects made plonsk special... P99 H¥ 2105277 2y NoBIPW

12 david in his memoirs... 737> 279> 5w X 795 3''27 bw 2wxn

13 the first in the green dynasty.. rswnan v Y2 nopaw

14 he used to sit his grandson david on his lap... 27 2927 7231 K28 Y 21930

15 mnownn ye» 7mn avigdor green was even more of an exception in plonsk.

16 avigdor green was the first to wear a gentleman’s jacket... 1199932 2173°2R8 w 213N
17 our story will focus on avigdor’s five children mmswam vy a0

18 avigdor green married sheindel 193 nrown Hw yun ooz Hw 293

19 avigdor’s house was an open house for all 2°wiK ay n°27 Hw 2%xn

20 avigdor was only 41 when his wife sheindel died 79527 INWNRY NT302R

21 the oldest of the five children 772 INWKR 2y a773K YW 21930

22 the other four children of avigdor 2 7 4 »w 29

23 david and his friends were deeply disappointed from hertzel 773K 993197 Hw 292N
24 many young jews... in 1906 a group of 14 young men and women from plonsk
decided to make aliya to eretz Isracl 739 7°017 29 771207 D@ 298N

25 in the group was Rachel nelkin, who would turn to be david’s life long love. »¥ 8 1%p
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26 and what was Palestine they went to? 27 3''27 IR 2oP7I07 NN 70WO9E YR 219N
XN Y

27 on arriving at Jaffa david thought: oh my god. This is worse than plonsk. hard work,
hunger, and malaria were new to him.;IR%7 nSwR92 19°

But than he went to the gallilee and found work as a farm laborer. Shortly after, he
started to organize the workers there. David wandered between the moshavot, and after
he experienced the terrible conditions of the agriculture workers, he decided to study law
in turkey in order to defend the workers in palestine. 2R ,7RDVYD Y T2 77

In the cold winter nights, in a barn or a chicken shed or where ever a place he could find
for the night, he would sit all night and study. According to legend, by the end of the long
winter david knew Arabic and even read the koraan. ®X"w2° P82 717

28 230> of all his siblings david was mostly attached to his younger sister tzipora, my
grandmother

29 you all recognize... in my bat mitzvah > 7133% naz 3'"'27

30 david attended all his sister’s family events. What made them so close? They were
very much alike 7118% nam» o aEn

31 avigdor was more attached to his younger children 797577% 9wsR 2K ,172% 2173928
NI ANWNRR

32 avigdor also encouraged his youngest child 79°wxm 771593 b2 21930

33 this is david green as a law student. w1702 237

34 dearest father... send feigele the money wiTIMOD> 717

35 and when david learns that his sister is engaged 7n19°YX3 779199 XN2O

36 the man who grandma tzipora married 79p33 771998 XnN2v

37 by the age of 26 muwobsa 327

38 and finally they met sawsmp 9" 71 3"'27

39 after their marriage in plonsk in 1914 799192 S10372 9''71 KN2°

40 they have just arrived in yelisavetgrad in southern Russia when world war one started.
For the next three years they will not hear from david, since david was a Turkish subject

and turkey and russia were at war. T3RNR77 299057 nRroR Hw avven



41 and where was david on august 1914 when world war one started? On a boat, leaving
turkey after two years at law school, heading to Palestine for the summer vacation. 2'"23%
“aX 2 PRNS aY whann ay

42 in 1915, while in Palestine, david was accused by the turks of subversive activity and
was deported from Palestine. The next two years david spent in new york 310

43 1917 was a year of hope: in November 1917 the balfour decleration was announced,
the british were in favor of seeing in Palestine a homeland for the jews. Now david
indulged himself in recruiting American volunteers to assist the british army against the
turks. P10 112 227 b2 2vvxn

44 On December 1917 david married paula monbez, a nurse. Originally from minsk.
They didn’t bother with a kosher wedding. They registered at a municipal clerk. No
rabbai and no friends. 7912 29 IR 717 79D Bw 23N

45 paula was not a Zionist. And in marrying david she had to commit herself to
something she didn’t intend to. 7171 721 @ 29N

46 four months after their marriage david left paula and joined the jewish battalion that
he himself struggled to establish. After the balfour decleration many jews wanted to help
the british win the war in Palestine."w 9277 X277 5713 717 Y2 219N

47 david and paula were separated for a year and a half — he reached Palestine with the
british army and she was in new york. This was to become a permanent pattern
throughout their marriage: long periods of absence on david’s part with paula coping with
all the hardships by herself. 5712 372 IR 297991 791 @ 2793%Nn

48 soin 1918, at the end of world war one, the family was scattered all over: paula in
new york gave birth to geula. David got to know his first daughter only when she was a
year and a half; 791831 717 b av»3n

49 Dr koritni and grandma tzipora were in Russia with their two sons arye, my father,
and emanuel; Y017 X217 NIRAY PN 1012

50 avigdor green was in plonsk; 2173%2R8 @ ai3n

51 and david ben Gurion was back in Palestine, with only scarce information about one
another. Because of the war, david hasn’t heard from his father or sister for three years.
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52 2wn%3 in 1920 the atmosphere in revolutionary Russia became more and more
oppressive. There were clashes between revolution and contra revolution forces, and the
jews were victims of both.

53 the tragedy happened on a cold stormy night in 1922. while playing chess with a
jewish colleague, Dr koritni was shot by a Russian doctor who joined the two
unexpectedly.o1w>mIp 2"'7 Bw 292N Sx7 21095 93N

54 after midnight someone knocked on grandma’s door... 7233 7% N2 SRR W 298N
55 grandma tzipora didn’t know what to do... 297997 "2 Rn2o

56 it was a time of unrest... 79972 2712 BW IR N2 PP D 2N

57 on the border between Russia and Poland... 21357 5¥ 929 97 18 91739287 ;779998

58 grandma arrived back in plonsk, 6 years after she left it... 9973528 IX 23223 70X
POJWEB IN Q%722M

59 and then, one day in july 1922 a letter from david arrived in plonsk... 3''37% 2non7
Rnao®

60 on may 1923 grandma tzipora and father arye arrived in jaffa. -3 29993% 7998 771952
1923

61 this picture was taken upon their arrival... A"'37 PIBWRY 9K 7PN

62 why did she leave her younger son behind... po19n2 RuRPY 297202K

63 so the reason may be a technical one... 781 2730 POI®D2 PRIAYY NTI2N

64 in 1925 emanuel and avigdor arrived... nammma arownn Hw snnown avvn

65 at this time david was working closely with the british mandate authorities... @2n
YOIR2 2OV MIwa aobmw ve1an bw

66 david had a lot of work administrating all the construction that went on... “wiR ay 77
N2 FTORITW NORYONRMMT 1T PR TAINra N 22 wabw

67 grandma was finally united with her two sons... 2%I¥12 Q%1277 %12 RN2o

68 the only one who couldn’t be satisfied was uncle emanuel... “0IRWY PYX 7232 HRURY
69 21195 introducing avraham, david’s oldest brother

70 ... was the only charedi in the family 7231 277928

71 at the end of the 19™ century ... terrible clashes 19192 27977 QPR 1°2 ParL?

72 in plonsk the civil war was more bitter than any where else 2°11°% 192 po1?52 PaN2?

237>



73 avraham was a passionate Zionist activist =13 7901 bw 2192n 7w

74 the more successful the Zionist movement... reported avigdor green 2°27ww w20
MTAAN D922 20NN YW

75 being such a devout Zionist how come avraham 721 277928

76 avraham... had a daughter 9173928 X291 »710w

77 but sheindel chose otherwise ,772a% 739w IR 7212 ¥9°wD @ 298N IN 2w7aM DT
SR P BTAM 2eRna

78 so avraham and tova... and in 1934 739K 2773K YW X2 2V Snrown av3n

79 by now, grandma married her second husband... and david emerged as a leader of the
world Zionists. %119 9302 717 W MR 219X IN 717 Yy DR 10

80 in 1934 there were only 400,000 jews in Palestine, but with more and more jews
coming, the arabs demanded... NW M2 AR N9DD 212 2o9°5YR DW IR 2v9 W 29N
81 in 1935 david became head of the jewish agency. His reaction to british policy:
fighting the restrictions by bringing jews ilegally and building new settlements, even in
areas prohibited by the british. ®7a%3 7127 120 2v%pR

82 what happened to sheindel and tanchum... Po1Y95 132 2WIM HTIR

83 1942 2wns> was a crucial year for DBG

84 in may 1942 his beloved father died 917372 @ 72327

85 and where was david? P19 1912 2 m0%a nTYN2 TIT

86 at the end of that year, 7000 jews were deported mRW2 PR1BE 717 YW 2510

87 when news of the disaster 771211 27772K b 293N

88 avraham, broken from grief 77290277 7212 R 1917 5797 5717 YW 29N

89 had the rabi of gur warned the jews 27177 AR 3977 235" N2 S mawn"

90 within days after the booklet was published 2Pt ,25m% ,Po19P 2920 2°9aPNR 2770
91 one shabat, on the year of the yortzait w3 23 pY72 97917 7977

92 in 1940 the rabi of gur surprisingly or miraculously arrived in Palestine 21a% 53957
93 21n°2 michael, or mechl, was the exact opposite of his brother david.

94 he didn’t speak Hebrew at all... 2% w a»3n

95 in plonsk mechl was a pedlar... pe11®52 %217 Y@ 293N

96 he continued doing just that .. david offered help 30-40-;7 nwsa 293K 03 PO

97 21035 father arye, a second generation zionist



98 grandma tzipora had all the connections to secure a place for my father INX 119902 2R
MDY PWw 2vRN

99 but father arye didn’t want an academic career SWSR N°2 IN WO N°22 HMING
INMRA2

100 for him it was more exciting to create a new species 2°7°»%n 2y NaN

104 grandma and her second husband visiting BH uows nva2 3125 3275751 Xn2g

105 both grandma and david were full of admiration towards father and the other
pioneers in BH 7nowxa3 w''a w 2om1b3n

101 in 1939 father met an attractive immigrant from germany 2129577 9 7371981 K2R ,N2N
102 my mother was lucky to get out of germany thru youth aliya. The rest of the german
jews were doomed. 75w 2193N7 2P RRK DY 7907 NTIYN

102 because in 1939 the british government published their infamous white paper, in
which they banned jewish immigration to Palestine and sales of land to jews. This only a
few months before the breaking of WWT. They tried to appease the arabs. 29871 npsuy
NOBNY AR 2Y9sYR IN Jabn

103 they stationed battle ships along the shores of Palestine N2 N2 a2 NPNR
2°°5Yn NN

How did DBG defy the ban? By bringing jews illegally and spreading them secretly in
existing settlements. av9%op»

106 My parents arye and bruria visiting grandma in Haifa Xnao 92N 29pan K2R RaN
bai=Riei=]

107 going from beit hashita to Haifa, only 80 km away, was dangerous. The underground
rightist military organization called etzel were killing british soldiers... 1218 @ 292N
DOUIINT MW DO IR PIDAT MDAINY M1 IR pRYa Yo

108 my parents with grandma on the Haifa beach in 1940 2°7 now Y Xnao ay 2177
iRy

109 in 1941 henrietta szold came to bet hashita, pleading that my father take care of a
group of teenagers she managed to save from german occupied Czechoslovakia. She was

the head of youth aliyah. She was 80 and still full of energy. 7910 711371 K2R



110 father told her he just got married and... but no one could say no to HS. The
teenagers were given the new chicken shed that had only a cement floor. =117 2y RaN
'3
111 my father slept with them on the floor, he was their teacher, their counselor, their
parent, everything. He was totally committed. He was only 25. 52'%77 9117 2v NaN
112 in 1942 the European youth in beit hashita are smiling. They are not aware that
rommel and the German army are in Libya, threatening to conquer Palestine. 931257 513
Q%2R
they escaped the germans in Europe but the germans are about to conquer the middle
east t00.9717 D 71N IR 92T SINTNT RIXT
these grave circumstances presented a dilemma: should jews in Palestine fight Britain for
a jewish state or should they join Britain to fight the greater evil, Hitler. DBG made the
famous statement that would be quoted for years to come: we will fight together with
great Britain in this war as if there is no white paper, and we will fight the white paper as
if there is no world war. a1 327 5w I 2°3RK8NR MDD Y90 Hw 738N
now chairman of the jewish agency, DBG set the course of defiance: build a jewish army
that would help fight Hitler, and build an organization that would bring in Europe’s
refugees despite the British lion and the German werewolf. 327102 IR 2°IK80R 797 997N
oo
and how did my father defy the mounting threats coming from all sides? 311
he made a trip to Lebanon and Syria, visiting the jews in haleb and Beirut. He knew no
fear. Even though he was already a father. 1943 3312%1 797702 2°72m NaN
david and arye. My father and his uncle were very much alike 2"'aRy 3"'27
in the following pictures you will see how attached DBG was to his sister’s family.
Especially to his nephew, my father, arye. As well as to my brother Hagai. 3"'271 2"aR san
Yow ;799002
in 1964 DBG attended hagai’s wedding in beit hashita 2y 2w 739072 S3n ay nmwn» 2''a7
T
as you can see, they were on friendly terms %an 5@ m39nm72 7330 79
at the age of 84 david is still full of energy "1 R TR 251159 3''271 R2X



23n%3 in spite of the great differences between them, in temperament, in skills, in point of
view, the five ben Gurion siblings had something in common: stubbornness, a tendency
to stick to their belief no matter what.

It took almost 30 years to gather the whole family in eretz Israel. nawmn snowns asn
1925

And this is the family about 30 years later, in 1958 > 71122 nam» snnswn» 29N
David rose from head of a workers’ union to be head of state. At the age of 72 he does
not look tired. mx» 72mm2 219302 A'"'aT By DRMP

For him work has just begun: to forge a nation out of beaten impoverished refugees
SRR 2P 29V 2O T D aven

He abolished the underground military... and built one army I"2R=3 ®73

He abolished the sectarian educational systems 77297 NPIN 2912 IR Y7757 2772 297°2°N0
He accepted the compensation money from germany 2 aR TIRIRITNY 2''27

DBG lived longer than any of his siblings. Strangely enough, three of david’s sibling
passed away on the same year, in 1965 77719°% bW naxns

David and paula are buried in sdeh boker in a special burial site 7171 77210 %@ 92p77 NN
This is the memorial in plonsk PoIPH2 I TAY 122 ANR2 PIDTT Yop

I wanted to show you that it took almost 30 years to gather the whole family in eretz
Israel, from david’s arrival in 1906 77398 IR12 2 717 »w 292N

Until avraham and tova’s arrival in 1934 731y 257938

And I wanted to show you one more thing: DBG, that powerful man... a remote kibutz in
the desert =12 77w 123 NN mIEn A''aT

2103 the various stories of my family cover 100 years of Zionism...

As it turns out, my main asset is my family history... 3'271 7911 @ 5K 19p
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