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2-5 David ben Gurion, the first prime minister of Israel, was a celebrated statesman. He
was very powerful, very articulate; he was a tough negotiator, a shrewd politician, very
decisive, very dominant, strong willed and charismatic. Thanks to him we have a Jewish
state. He insisted, against all odds, to declare independence in 1948. %@ 21953 mwbw
Mav

6 but he had other sides as well: sometimes he was mischievous,wR=77 9 72w

7 sometimes he was a merry maker UK oy n7ann»

8 and he was also a sort of a loner. 912 77w2 77202 [ want to reveal to you the softer
sides of the man who more than anyone else shaped the state of Israel.

9 the origins of the Green family, ben Gurion was born as Green, go back to Plonsk in
Poland, located 60 kilometers north of Warsaw pe11vp @ at»sn

10 at the end of the 19™ century Plonsk was known as Yerushalaim de Polin or Jerusalem
of Poland. How did Plonsk earn such a reputation? poiv?p Hw av»3n

11 three aspects made Plonsk special: 1) the majority of the population were Jewish: 2)
the majority of the Jews spoke Hebrew: 3) and the majority of the Hebrew-speaking Jews
were fervent Zionists. o192 H¥ 2109277 2y o

12 David in his memoirs mentions that he does not remember any anti-Semitic event in
his childhood, because whenever there was a fight, the Jewish children always
outnumbered the Goyim children 237371 279> @ 2v92n

13 the first in the Green dynasty was Tzvi Arye Green, David Ben Gurion’s grandfather.
Considering that he lived in the 70’s and 80’s of the 19™ century, he was quite an
exception in Plonsk. While most Jews at the time spoke only Yidish and only studied the
scriptures (the gmara), Tzvi Arye was fluent in at least four languages: Polish, German,
Yidish and Hebrew. And he was familiar with the writings of all the great philosophers,
from Plato to Spinoza to Kant. But his main passion was for Hebrew and the Bible.
ISWRN T DWW npypw

14 he used to sit his grandson David on his lap and teach him Hebrew. 7511 Xao w at»2n
ann avMmenn

15 nnown v© a7 Avigdor Green was even more of an exception in Plonsk.



16 Avigdor Green was the first to wear a gentleman’s jacket and tie. Like his father,
Avigdor was also fluent in several languages, and he earned his living by representing the
local people in court, goyim as well as Jews. 117°wx2 M173028 Y 2vv3n
17 he was always involved in public affairs, both municipal and Jewish. Since he knew
several languages, he was a non-registered advocate, representing the local people in
court. And was even a member of the municipal board. 3999957 NXPM 99217 192 NT2N
Po1YPD2
17 our story will focus on Avigdor’s five children: Avraham, Mechl, Rivka, David and
Tzipora or Feigele, my grandmother. mmswnn yyb 79mn

18 Avigdor Green married Sheindel, an only daughter of a Jewish landlord. Sheindel
inherited from her father two wooden houses, in the outskirts of Plonsk. And this is
where their five children were born. David and grandma Tzipora were the small ones.
TR ARRWR PR YT NN Dw avhan

20 Avigdor was only 41 when his wife Sheindel died. Their mother’s death had a lasting
impact on little David and Tzipora. David was 11 years old and grandma Tzipora was
only 8. After two years as a widower, Avigdor married his second wife. She had two
children of her own. David ignored her. He called her aunty 197991 57992257 \n@wR ,M172028
21 David was a born leader. He started his political activity from an early age, always
played center stage. ""J19% “5¥12" NTIAR WK 77
22 The four siblings gathered for a farewell picture, since David is leaving for Palestine.
He is 20 years old. What made him decide to make aliyahh? David and his friends were
deeply disappointed from Hertzel. In the sixth Zionists congress in 1903 Hertzel
suggested that the Jews will find temporary shelter in Uganda. Many young Jews were
shocked from this idea and decided to make a move. 2 m87 4 »w 27920
23 In 1906 a group of 14 young men and women from Plonsk were going to Eretz Israel.
On the eve of their departure they gathered in front of Avigdor Green’s house. David
again is in the center. This is the role he would play thru out his life: he would make a
move and sweep all the others to join him. 7%98 7Y°017 29¥ 771207 YW 273N
24 On David’s side was Rachel Nelkin, who would turn to be David’s life long love. 1%p
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25 and what was Palestine they went to? An impoverished, backward, settlement ruled by
the Turks, with only 65 thousand Jews. That’s all. @377 npIPN2 7o0EHD w 23N

26 on arriving at Jaffa David thought: oh my god. This is worse than Plonsk. hard work,
hunger, and malaria were new to him. 7R2T nSwWRI3 12°

27 But then he went to the gallilee and found work as a farm laborer. Shortly after, he
started to organize the workers there. 719'303

28 David wandered between the moshavot, and after he experienced the terrible
conditions of the hired day workers, he decided to study law in Turkey in order to defend
the workers in Palestine. J19%% P82 2p%2 77

29 In the cold winter nights, in a barn or a chicken shed or where ever a place he could
find for the night, he would sit all night and study. According to legend, by the end of the
long winter of 1909 David knew Arabic and even read the Koran. ns9y» s9an ay 717
"myTnNa"

30 2w of all his siblings David was mostly attached to his younger sister Tzipora, my
grandmother

31 you all recognize David Ben Gurion, my great uncle. But who are the two children on
his side? Well, that’s me and my brother Chagai, and the occasion is my bat mitzvah. It

was celebrated in grandma’s house in Haifa in 1958. How come David Ben Gurion had
time to come to my bat mitzvah? This should not be taken lightly, since in 1958 David
was prime minister of the state of Israel, as well as defense minister. this being his second
term as prime minister “9% 718 N33 3"'27

32 This is still at my bat mitzvah. David attended all his sister’s family events. You may

be wondering what made them so close. The answer lies in the next slides. no 292N
NXR Dann

33 Avigdor was more attached to his younger children David and Tzipora. He
encouraged them to seek education and pursue their goals and beliefs. He supported them
for many years. 7w WMMWKRR TSR MWDK BN L1727 NTIAN

34 Avigdor encouraged his youngest child Tzipora when she decided to go to Berlin to
study. It was unheard of at the time, that a woman should seek education. So it happened

that in 1912 Avigdor had two students to support. 7999257 77199% Yw 2193%n



35 this is David Ben Gurion as law student. David was attempting to enter the university
of Kushta, or Istanbul. And Tzipora was studying in Berlin to become a kindergarten
teacher. And this is what David wrote to his father in Plonsk in Poland in 1912. The
remarkable thing is that they wrote to each other in Hebrew. wiTmwes 2'"27

36 w1702 TIT

Dearest father,

I am waiting impatiently to be admitted, because once I am admitted to the university, I
will try to find some sort of work so you’ll be able to send Feigele (a nickname for
Tzipora) the money you are currently sending me. Never before in my life had |
experienced such a desire to earn a lot of money, because I don’t want Feigele to
experience shortage, poverty or distress. This golden era she now lives in appears only
once, in a life full of bitterness and misery and it would be a sorry thing if this short
moment; when the sun shines brightly over one’s head, will be shadowed by worries over

material shortage.

37 In every letter David is asking how is Feigele and how is she doing academically.

and when David learns that his sister is engaged, he is inquiring who is the man and what
is his financial means. 70Y9PYX2 79195 XN2®

38 the man who grandma Tzipora married was Dr Moshe Koritni, from Russia. They
met in Berlin when he was a medical student. He was trained as a surgeon. 79198 Xnao
7o

39 by the age of 26, David in Palestine was already head of poalei tzion party, he
established a new periodical, changed his name from Green to ben gurion, united the two
labor parties, had been admitted to law school in Kushta, and still he was worried about
feigele and disappointed from her not writing and from not knowing who she married.
mouohea A''aT

40 and finally they met, David and his brother in law, Dr Moshe Koritni. They liked each
other very much. They started pen palling. but they never met again.

S1IMP "'y A" AT



41 after their marriage in Plonsk in 1914 grandma Tzipora and Dr Moshe Koritni were
sent to southern Russia. There, Dr Koritni was manager of a military hospital. In this
picture, grandma is 26 and pregnant with my father. 92193 %12Ip 9''71 Rn2°

42 they have just arrived in yelisavetgrad in southern Russia when world war one started.
For the next three years they will not hear from David, since Turkey and russia were at
war. TIWRIT 22w nann Yw aben

43 and where was David on August 1914 when world war one started? On a boat,
heading to Palestine for the summer vacation, leaving Turkey, after two years at law
school."2x 32 prxs oy wiasn ay »''av

44 David never finished school, never got his degree. In 1915, while in Palestine, David
was accused by the Turks of subversive activity and was deported from Palestine. The
next two years David spent in New York 2wn%>

45 1917 was a year of hope: in November 1917 the Balfour decleration was issued: the
British were in favor of establishing in Palestine a homeland for the Jews. Wow! That
was unbelievable. Now David indulged himself in recruiting American volunteers to
assist the British army against the Turks. P99 112 327 bw avh3n

46 On December 1917 David married Paula Monbez, a nurse. Originally from Minsk.
They didn’t bother with a kosher wedding. They registered at the municipal office. No
rabbai and no friends. 7171 77918 YW avxn

47 Paula was not a Zionist. And in marrying David she had to commit herself to
something she didn’t intend to. 7971 77910 @ 22N

48 four months after their marriage David left Paula and joined the Jewish battalion that
he himself struggled to establish. After the Balfour decleration many Jews wanted to help
the British win the war in Palestine.>w1277 R33577 9713 717 Y2 293N

49 David and Paula did not see each other for a year and a half — he reached Palestine
with the British army and she was in New York. This was to become a permanent pattern
throughout their marriage: long periods of absence on David’s part with Paula coping
with all the hardships by herself. 5712 17w I8 2725 7910 YW 292N

50 so in 1918, at the end of world war one, the family was scattered all over with only
scarce information about one another: Paula in New York gave birth to Geula. David got

to know his first daughter only when she was a year and a half; 791831 717 %w 2192n



51 Dr Koritni and grandma Tzipora were in Russia with their two sons Arye, my father,

and Emanuel; 2912 719ox

52 Avigdor Green was in Plonsk; 7991257 \nwRY 9173028

53 and David ben Gurion was back in Palestine. Because of the war, David hasn’t heard

from his father or sister for three years. u927 X2x57 5722 717 but, everyone is full of

hope that the British will keep their promise to establish a homeland for the Jews.

54 215 in 1920 the atmosphere in revolutionary Russia became more and more

oppressive. There were clashes between revolution and contra revolution forces, and the

Jews were victims of both.

55 the tragedy happened on a cold stormy night in February 1922. While playing chess

with a Jewish colleague, Dr Koritni was shot by a Russian doctor who joined the two

unexpectedly o3P 2" Sw 219%n 931,205 SXn

56 After midnight someone knocked on grandma Tzipora’s door and told her what

happened. She rushed to her husband’s clinic, and there, lying on the table, bleeding, was

her dead husband. 217K 337 7723 "wen

57 grandma Tzipora didn’t know what to do or where to go. She sent two telegrams, one

to her father in Plonsk and one to her brother David in Palestine. She was 30 years old

and already a widow. 231371 7712°%

58 It was a time of unrest. Trying to get closer to Poland, grandma went on and off trains.

On one of the trains, all her valuables were stolen by a gang of starving locals. They left

her with nothing but the clothes she wore. She burst in tears.;1957%57 1272 259713 N N3>9

582 And then she received a letter from her father Avigdor. And these were his words:
my dear Feigele, tears are useless. Tears never help. It is deeds that count.
And courage.

These words grandma cherished all her life. 791938 2172028

59 On the border between Russia and Poland, grandma Tzipora met her father Avigdor

who gave her a sum of money to bribe the Russian border guard. Six years earlier Poland

was a part of the Russian empire. Now it was an independent country, with borders

tightly closed.

60 Grandma arrived back in Plonsk, 6 years after she left it, now a widow with two sons

to support. In the anti-Semitic atmosphere in Poland, Avigdor’s certificate as an advocate



was cancelled after 30 years of counselling, and he was happy to take care of his two
grandsons. @13 PN

61 and then, one day in July 1922, a letter from David arrived in Plonsk: 3'37» ansms7
Rn2o®



My Beloved Feigele,

| have received your letter from 19 June. Before that, | haven'’t received
any letter from you, but | knew you are already in Plonsk. Do you think |
have forgotten you — is it possible? Me to forget you? Could | ever forget
my childhood and our mother’s life and your youth full of happiness and
your grief after the disaster? Is not your hope my hope, your sorrow my
sorrow, and your future my future, and your children my children? Can |
find peace and rest while you are in exile and wandering? | can find no
rest until you find shelter and sunshine and light and a homeland and also
a father for your two sons — how can | not be like a father to them, the
same as | am to Geula and Amos.
| know of your suffering in Russia, your long journey and the hardship of
your present life in Plonsk, and | haven’t rushed to bring you here, not
because of indifference. And what had made you think, Feigele, that
someone is preventing me? But my going away from here will not be a
cause for delay, since | have made all the arrangements needed, like |
have written in my letter to Father.
You'll find here not only me, your brother, but also in Paula, you'll find a
sister, especially after she’ll get to know you personally.
Life is harsh and bitter, no one knows this better than you, but don’t
despair, Feigele. There is compensation and reward in work, and there is
plenty of work awaiting you in our country.
| believe we will meet soon. Kisses to your children,
David
[62] On May 1923 grandma Tzipora and father Arye arrived in Jaffa. At first, they
shared David and Paula’s small apartment in Tel Aviv. 2°wnin A%IR 29230 7R 77197
[63] this picture was taken upon their arrival. My father was 7 years old. We see here
David and Paula with their children Geula and Amos. Paula and David also gave shelter

to Binyamin, Avraham’s son, who came to Palestine alone.



64 DBG was now head of the Histadrut, the Hebrew workers’ union, that he was among
its founders. It was a union of hungry, impoverished workers, with no funds. Never the
less, David’s aim was to unite the Jewish workers. This was his Russian phase. Notice his
Russian shirt. aR ;72790050 Yy 72 2"'a7
65 But why did grandma take only my father with her? Why did she leave her younger
son Emanuel behind? I think the answer lies in a paragraph in David’s letter which I just
quoted. In this paragraph David says:
I regret that to this very day I don’t know the name of your younger child.
And until I receive his name here, it is impossible for me to obtain a
certificate for you. pe1ivna HRuRYY 72028
[66] so the reason for grandma’s decision may be a technical one. The lack of
information on David’s side. The lack of any means of communication turned out to be
crucial for both grandma Tzipora and uncle Emanuel. Emanuel never forgave his mother
for supposedly abandoning him in Poland while taking his older brother to Palestine.
Po1PD2 HRINYY NTIEN
[67] after two years, in 1925, Emanuel and grandfather Avigdor arrived in Palestine and
once again the whole family gathered for a family picture. Grandma has married again, to

an opera singer. And they made Haifa their home.nammnam arownn Hw snrown avsn

68 grandma was finally united with her two sons. She was married again, well known in
Haifa and respected by all. She could be satisfied. @2vw15 251277 %12 Xn2°

69 the only one who couldn’t be appeased was uncle Emanuel. He was extremely gifted
and handsome too. But never married and never had children. >usawn 9op2 9230 PXuRY
70 23n%5 introducing Avraham, David’s oldest brother

71 Avraham Green, David’s oldest brother, was the only charedy, orthodox, in the
family. But not only was he a devout orthodox, he was also a Zionist, a combination quite
uncommon in that time. 79192 2771 27 192 ParL?

72 At the end of the 19" century there was a terrible devision between orthodoxy and
Zionism. All the Jewish communities in Poland were split, devided. There were terrible

clashes within each community; even within families.21 37501



73 In Plonsk the civil war was more bitter than any where else, since it was a stronghold
of the ultra orthodox Chasidim of Gur.m1a >1°on

74 Avraham was a passionate Zionist activist. This enraged the Chasidic community in
Plonsk who violently opposed Zionism. They believed it is in not in any human hand to
bring redemption. Only the Messiah can bring redemption and deliver the Jews to Eretz
Israel.mv3 S750m Dw 29y 7w

75 the more successful the Zionist movement in Plonsk became, the fiercer the battle
against them by the Chasidim of Gur grew. The Green family became a target for
persecution by the Chasidim of Gur. They even reported Avigdor Green to the
government officials, alleging that he was conspiring against the Tzar. A search was
made in Avigdor’s house, but no charged were pressed. nvaz " 2°oMYw wIsn
MTAANR

[76] being such a devout Zionist, how come Avraham Green was the last to make aliyah,
he went only in 1934? This is Avraham and Tova his wife before they went to Palestine.
Why do they look so hopeless and worried? ;73103 277928

[77] Avraham and Tova Green had a daughter named Sheindel, a bright, attractive young
woman. She was admired by all, including by her uncle David. He pleaded her to come to
Eretz Israel. He thought that Sheindel was more capable than Golda Meir, and promised
her a position in the executive committee of the Histadrut, the worker’s union which he
led. =MY73028 Ravy HTIvw

78 But Sheindel chose otherwise. Of all the young men around, she chose to marry
Tanchum, a devout Bondist. The Bond opposed Zionism. They thought nationalism will
be solved with socialism. So Sheindel and Tanchum preffered to stay in Poland. 719w
o 1 TR aveRna ,nTab

[79] so Avraham and Tova decided to wait no longer and in 1934 went to Palestine. This
picture was taken upon their arrival in Eretz Israel. In Eretz Israel Avraham became a
clerk in the Histadrut, the workers union, led by his brother David ben Gurion. 2v9xn
RN 27TNAR YR IN2 2 nnswn

80 By this time, DBG rose to power: from a workers’ leader in Eretz Israel, he became

the leader of the world Zionists. aT¥pr 2Ww2nmm 717 Yy DR 19

10



81 What happened to Sheindel and Tanchum and their son Jacob? In 1941 all the Jews

from Plonsk and the surrounding towns were put in a ghetto. po1v2s 13

82 215> 1942 was a crucial year for DBG

83 in may 1942 his beloved father died in Tel Aviv at the age of 86 17a%aK Hw max%7

84 and where was David? He was in New York at the Biltmore conference in which it
was decided that the goal of Zionism is establishing a state for the Jewish people. 717
TaR R AR k=] [MMAYHR NTIYNA

85 At the end of that year, in November and December 1942, the 7000 Jews of Plonsk
were sent to Auschwitz, among them Sheindel, Tanchum and their 5 years old son

Jacob.po1wp s

[86] When news of the disaster reached Tova and Avraham, Sheindel’s parents
in Palestine, they were devastated. Tova took to bed. She lost her sanity and

never recovered. She died two years later, in 1944. nnhaxi nalv

[87] Avraham, broken from grief after losing both his daughter and his wife, wrote
and published a small pamphlet titled “Yikov Hadin et Ha’har”, “Let the spear of
judgment pierce deep”. In this little booklet, which he distributed in Tel Aviv, he
blamed the Rabbi of Gur for the death of both his daughter and wife. *1Tan 1inr
nAMdN |IN7IY Y PN

88 Had the Rabbi of Gur warned the Jews of the dangers of staying in Europe,
Avraham argued, his beloved ones and others could have been saved. Were the
Rabbi of Gur more receptive to Zionism, more Jews could have been saved.

"3nn DX rTA A nnann

[89] Within days after the booklet was published, the Hassidim of Gur in Tel Aviv
collected all the copies from the Tel Aviv kiosks. Placards were hung in public
places denouncing Avraham and humiliating him.jzor'z axao n™7npnn 1IN

90 One Shabbat, on the year of the Yortzait when Avraham was mourning Tova

his wife, on his way to the big synagogue in Allenby Street in Tel Aviv, Avraham

11



was beaten severely by thugs who belonged to the Hassidim of Gur. Several
months later, he died. The bitter animosity came to a tragic end in Eretz Israel.
That was in 1945, a year after his wife Tova’s death. According to Avraham
Green’s death certificate, and we have that certificate, the cause of his death was
cancer. When David Ben Gurion was asked what caused Avraham’s death,
David answered, “Avraham was distressed from the humiliation he suffered from
the Hassidim of Gur.” Maybe David was trying to avoid directly implicating the
Hassidim of Gur in his brother’s death. nnwa M ''77m 10 "TIa

91 in 1940 the Rabi of Gur surprisingly or miraculously arrived in Palestine 9% 52957

92 2wn%2 Michael, or Mechl, was the exact opposite of his brother David.

93 he didn’t speak Hebrew at all. He never cared about Zionism.»2% 2 a%3n

94 in Plonsk, Mechl was a peddler, selling stationery, and that’'s what he did
upon his arrival in Palestine in 1934. 7021792 751N "w ni7x¥n

95 He continued doing just that, selling stationery and cigarettes in his kiosk in
Nordau Boulevard. He refused to learn Hebrew, he knew only four words: “Yeled,
Ata rotzeh mitz?” Or, “Son, do you want juice?” He refused to change his name
to Ben Gurion. He remained Green. All his energy and all his efforts went to
making a living for his family. Day in and day out. David offered help, but Mechl
had his pride and his principles. 30-40-n nnwa arax na oy

96 2wn%> father Arye, a second generation zionist

97 grandma Tzipora had all the connections to secure a place for my father in the medical
school in the Technion in Haifa. Her dream was that he become a doctor. I8 192°n2 NaR
10w b avvxn

98 but my father Arye didn’t want an academic career. In 1938, at the age of 22, he
preferred to be a pioneer. To begin a new life in the most barren, desolate, sun stricken
place he could find — kibbutz Beit Hashita. 0 X932 7uwows 0o IR 70w no22 DmNg

99 for him it was more exciting to create a new species, a new Israeli. He was the first

teacher of the first children born in Eretz Israel. 23790 ay Xan

12



100 however tough and demanding, the children admired him. He was charismatic,
knowledgeable, with no one to learn from. A born leader, like his uncle David. ayp Nax
2o7onbn

101 grandma and her second husband visiting BH mwow: n°22 312% 1279991 Xn2o

102 both grandma and David were full of admiration towards father and the other
pioneers in BH snawa2 w702 bw av»ven

103 in 1939 father met an attractive immigrant from Germany, by the name of Bruria.
Here, on the left, on mount Gilboa, overlooking kibbutz Beit Hashita. »¥ 1731981 XK ,Na8
»1aha7

104 my mother was lucky to get out of Germany thru youth aliyah. The rest of the
German Jews were doomed. 5752 219%07 aY KPR DWW 79507 NTIYN

105 because in 1939 the British government published their infamous white paper, in
which they banned Jewish immigration to Palestine and sales of land to Jews. This only a
few months before the breaking of WWT. n»np manna 299950 IR 1297 9587 nowy

106 they stationed battle ships along the shores of Palestine nn92 n1mamz mammn PN
2°%°5y» NN so from allies the British turned into enemies. Forgot the Balfour
decleration. They tried to appease the Arabs

107 How did DBG defy the ban? By bringing Jews illegally and spreading them secretly
in the kibbutzim. a%»°py»

108 My parents Arye and Bruria visiting grandma in Haifa. Dad is showing his future
wife to his mother. 7199772 KN30 HER 2IIP2M RMAKY NaN

109 going from Beit Hashita to Haifa, only 80 km away, was dangerous. The
underground rightist military organization called Etzel were killing British soldiers, the
British were retaliating, and all the yishuv suffered. The British sided with the arabs, and
DBG, as the head of the Jewish agency, had very hard times, fighting simultaneously
against the Arabs, against the British rulers and against militant fractions within the
Jewish settlers in Palestine. 579977 I8 212937 MDAT2D 711 IN PRV YOI D12MWIN D@ 2vven
Q%WANNRT Nl

110 my parents with grandma on the Haifa beach in 1940 27 nsw %y Xnao ay 2v177

a9
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111 in 1940 Henrietta Szold came to Beit Hashita, pleading that my father take care of a
group of teenagers she managed to save from German occupied Czechoslovakia. She was
the head of youth aliyah. She was 80 and still full of energy. 7210 973771 RaN

112 father told her he just got married and... but no one could say no to HS. The
teenagers were given the new chicken shed that was still under construction. =117 2y NaN
'3
113 my father slept with them on the floor, he was their teacher, their counselor, their
parent, everything. He was totally committed. He was only 23. 92'%77 9y 2y Ran
114 in 1942 the European youth in Beit Hashita are smiling. They are not aware that
Rommel and the German army are in Libya, threatening to conquer Palestine. 9y1157 %13
[=p=Raigte]
115 they escaped the Germans in Europe but the Germans are about to conquer the
middle east t00.97217 B 77370 IR 927R2 AN NaRT
116 now chairman of the Jewish Agency, DBG set the course of defiance: build a Jewish
army that would help fight Hitler, and build an organization that would bring in Europe’s
refugees despite the British lion and the German werewolf. 527107 IR 2°I1RNR 7R 90
2%
117 and how did my father defy the mounting threats coming from all sides? 21032
118 he made a trip to Lebanon and Syria, visiting the Jews in Haleb and Beirut. He knew
no fear. Even though he was already a father. 1943 12%3 5797102 2°92m RaN
119 David and Arye. My father and his uncle were very much alike 3"aRy 2"'37
120 in the following pictures you will see how attached DBG was to his sister’s family.
Especially to his nephew, my father, Arye. As well as to my brother Hagai. 3'"aR san
1w 799902 A''aM
121 in 1964 DBG attended Hagai’s wedding in Beit Hashita 2ynma sam ap nmwn 2''a7
TN ay Yw
122 as you can see, they were on friendly terms 31 5@ 7330072 739%20 7w
123 at the age of 84 David is still full of energy »1ws X 77K 291127 3''37) RaN

124 in spite of the great differences between them, in temperament, in skills, in point of
view, the five Ben Gurion siblings had something in common: stubbornness, a tendency

to stick to their beliefs no matter what.2yn%s
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125 It took almost 30 years to gather the whole family in Eretz Israel. nmswnasn awwzn
1925 nwn

126 And this is the family about 30 years later, in 1958 9w 79137 nam snnown 298N
127 David rose from head of a workers’ union to be head of state. At the age of 72 he
does not look tired. For him work has just begun: 77182 namn» 29302 327 Hy ORMHP

128 to forge a nation out of beaten impoverished refugees coming from 30 countries.
TR 2 2P 2O T D 2vhen

129 He abolished the underground military organizations that operated before the state
and built one army N WR"2 Y73

130 He cancelled the sectarian educational systems and instilled (created?) one education
for all. 57792277 NN 2972 IN STIT 2772 AITIRRN

131 He accepted the compensation money from Germany, and so had money to build the
land. =RINITRY 2''2%

132 DBG lived longer than any of his siblings. Strangely enough, three of David’s sibling
passed away on the same year, in 1965: Mechl, Rivka and Tzipora. David attended only
one: grandma Tzipora’s in kibbutz Beit Hashita. So it happened that DBG visited my
kibbutz twice: in 1964 he attended my brother Chagai’s wedding, accompanied by a bus
full of Knesset and party members. And in 1965, he came to his sister Tzipora’s funeral,
this time he came alone. 7719%% bW 73327

133 David and Paula are buried in Sdeh Boker in a special burial site overlooking the
Tzin Valley in midbar yehudah. 7171 77910 @ 22p7 NN

134 This is the memorial in Plonsk, Po21953 55987 7AY 12w 9NK2 1192517 Yo

135 I wanted to show you that it took almost 30 years to gather the whole family in Eretz
Israel, from David’s arrival in 1906 PwRa2 222 739K IX12 2¥ 717 D 299N

136 Until Avraham and Tova’s arrival in 1934 77291 277928

137 And I wanted to show you one more thing: DBG, that powerful man, chose at the
end of his life to live — where? In a remote kibbutz in the Negev desert. After all he had
gained and achieved, after obtaining a homeland for the Jewish people, he actually
returned home to his childhood hut. 913 77w2 123 NR 7102 3''27

138 DBG ordered to pack all his books 771w »¥ 2995877 NX 20 RYR 2°9° M7 2BEN
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139 And that’s all he took with him to the new kibbutz in the desert. ¥3%N2 9912 77w
N2TRN

140 He left all his political and social commitments to tend to the new born lambs. 2''27
2IRHYT Ay AP T

141 the various stories of my family cover 100 years of Zionism, starting with David
Ben Gurion’s arrival in 1906, and continuing to this day, 101 years later. 2102

142 As it turns out, my main asset is my family history. I did not inherit riches, but I did
inherit the Ben Gurion legacy, which I shared with you today. 3''271 71517 @ 58 1Y9p

143 Toda Raba, thank you for coming. I hope you found it interesting. »X=w> %37 :010°

16



